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Introductory Comments: 

V 

The following is in response to the Office Action dated December 2, 2002: 
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Serial No.: 09/758,067 
Confirmation No.: 7121 
Applicant: Holland, et al. 
Atty. Ref.: 12350.0008.NPUS00 



In Response to the Office Action; 

Rejections 

Claim 7 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph as allegedly being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out the Applicant's invention. 

Claims 1, 4, 7 and 9-11 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as allegedly being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 4,81 8,333 issued to Michaud, et al. (the '333 reference). 

Claims 5 and 6 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over the '333 reference in view of U.S. Patent No. 3,684,466 issued to Petrone (the 
'466 reference). 

Claims 5 and 6 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over the '333 reference in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,307,544 issued to Balz (the 
'544 reference). 

Applicants have cancelled each of claims 1-7, and therefore assert that the above 
rejections are moot. However, Applicants would like to point out to the Examiner how the 
currently pending claims are distinguishable over the cited references. 

A review of new independent claims 22 and 45 show that the claims are virtually 
identical, except that independent claim 22 is directed toward the use of a non-abrasive plastic 
media, whereas independent claim 45 is directed toward the use of a non-abrasive metal media. 

In comparison, the '333 reference does not disclose the use of non-abrasive soft plastic or 
metal media. Only the use of hard, high density non-abrasive ceramic media is disclosed in the 
'333 reference, not the softer non-abrasive plastic and non-abrasive metal media claimed in the 
present patent application. Thus, the '333 reference does not anticipate the currently pending 
claims. Furthermore, the '466 reference and the '544 reference both disclose using abrasive 
media, and therefore do not either anticipate or, in combination with the '333 reference, render 
obvious the currently pending claims. 



The undersigned representative requests any extension of time that may be deemed 
necessary to further the prosecution of this application. 
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I ATTORNEYS AT LAW 




Serial No.: 09/758,067 
Confirmation No.: 7121 
Applicant: Holland, et al. 
Atty. Ref.: 12350.0008.NPUS00 

The undersigned representative authorizes the Commissioner to charge any additional fees- 
under 37 C.F.R. 1.16 or 1.17 that may be required, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account 
No. 01-2508, referencing Order No. 12350.0008.NPUS00. 

In order to facilitate the resolution of any issues or questions presented by this paper, the 
Examiner should directly contact the undersigned by phone to further the discussion. 

Respectfully submitted, 




^teinheider 
Patent Attorney 
Reg. No. 47,968 
Tel. (713) 787-15 1( 
Date: _ B 2f ' 



57-1516 
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